PROPOSED MEGA PRISON AT GRENDON UNDERWOOD
INFORMATION SHEET ON BIODIVERSITY

1. Objection Details
Describe the main objections to the proposal in relation to the subject. Make sure that, where possible, the objections are backed by factual information and or data. 
From the World Wildlife Web Page:
Biodiversity is all the different kinds of life you’ll find in one area—the variety of animals, plants, fungi, and even microorganisms like bacteria that make up our natural world. Each of these species and organisms work together in ecosystems, like an intricate web, to maintain balance and support life. Biodiversity supports everything in nature that we need to survive: food, clean water, medicine, and shelter.
According to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity1 , the word ‘biodiversity‘ refers to the variety of life on earth, including the different species of animals, plants, and micro-organisms that coexist globally. The term includes the genetic diversity that is necessary to ensure a healthy and resilient species. It also refers to the variety of ecosystems and their component habitats, from deserts, forests, wetlands, mountains, grasslands, freshwater lakes and rivers, marine ecosystems, as well as more human designed locations, like agricultural and urban landscapes. There has been a significant decline in biodiversity for the last hundred years, with damaging implications for future wildlife and humanity. Local authorities have a duty to protect and enhance biodiversity, but are impeded by increasingly stretched resources putting pressure on their ability to meet their statutory obligations.
Main area of construction where the buildings would be located
· Loss of at least 50 acres of green field space and habitat that this offers plus the release of the carbon trapped within the fields. The latter is estimated to be 6,678 tons of carbon that will be released from construction of the new ‘mega’ prison.
· In total around 780 metres of hedging, some with trees incorporated, will be removed.
· Scrub land, in the north eastern part of the site including some burrowing animals will be destroyed.
· Loss of saplings between the main ecology area and HMP Springhill prison buildings to create the new site entrance. This area is not rectangular in shape but the longest dimensions are c. 53m by 40m.
· Loss of some hedging to create the new site entrance from Grendon Road, Edgcott and hedging and trees to create the new site from the field into the area where the new mega prison buildings will be located. In total this will amount to approximately 50m of hedging with trees incorporated. 
Field between Grendon Hall and Grendon Road
· Loss of approximately 12.5 acres of green field space and habitat that this offers and wild flowers plus the release of the carbon trapped within the field (around 1.6 tonnes of carbon dioxide).
· Loss of the ridge and furrow and the special habitat created by this historical agricultural area.
· Loss of some hedging to create a new entrance from Grendon Road into the field where the car park will be located, the length of the hedge removed would be c. 10-15 m.
In summary, the proposed new mega prison would result in the removal of a total of c. 780m of hedging and trees associated with that hedging. In addition there would be a loss of a total of approximately 60 acres of green field space across the whole site. Furthermore some mature trees would be lost creating the new site entrance from Grendon Road, Edgcott and from the field near Grendon Hall into the main site of the new prison and these two are in the area that was part of the Historic Park and Gardens of Grendon Hall reported (Ref: Report by the Bucks Garden Trust on Grendon Hall, March, 2021, updated in June 2021).
· New areas of planting are outlined in the Outline Planning Application to increase the Biodiversity of the prison site but this will only go part way to the harm that will be inflicted on the site. Biodiversity calculations are one aspect of destruction to a site being developed but the reality, unmonitored harm and dramatic change to the site is another matter.
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